
..... "~’*i:" : ’i THE ,CLFJI~I VESSEL A~? Th’e..natJon’s lakes, estuaries and
’    : waterways have become~Lpollutec~

’ ’.. :, £ongress, passed the ~!~an Vessel a variety of Contaminants. Congress
’ ..... " ; Act (Public Law 10,2-587, sub,title F) in identified vessel sewage discharges

1992. to h~lp r~ce pollution from. m altlio.ugh just one of many pollutibn,
vessel sewage discharges.-The Act sourdes m as a "substantial contribu-
establishes a five-year federal grant tor to localized degradation of water

’ progra~n administered by the U:S. quality in the United State~." Fecal
Fish and Wildlife Service. A total of ’ matter from vessel discharges can
$40 million is available to states on a ° introduce bacteria and viruses into
competitive’basis f6rthe conStruc-, thi~ water. People caw
tion, i’enovati~n, operatlgn’and main- , b~come ill.when they ,,
tenanc6 of pumpout and waste recep- " swimin (~r eat’ shellfish

L ’ tion facilities (du’mp stations) and for taken from contaminat- - ’
_relate~. educational pr, ograms. Fund- ed water bLodies. , : ,-’;1~,~’: ~’"-
ing for the prdgram comes from the Federal law prohibits ..~ ....

. ..._~.:~.~_%.~Spot1 Fish Restoration. Account of the the discharge of
,, Aquatic Resources Trust Fund~ , untreated vessel ..commonly known as the sewage in all navigable U.S. waters,

,,:i:~:;,;’,
....

ii~i,,;:~,~ .... ,- Wall0p-Brea[~x Fund. but,some recreational bo~ters still
,~:;,::.’. * ;, L ....~’. ~... ’ In. 1993, California received a first=- , dump raw sewage into ~oastal and

year federal grant of $636,000, with inland waters. Efforts to control boat
$450,000 available to the public and " pollution have been hindered by an
private sectors for Pumpbut ins,talla-; inadequate number of pumpoutand.
tions. A local match of 25% dump stations. :l’[~e Clean Vesse~ Act

’̄L is required, addresses this need.

~:~:,::,,L,,..,, ’ :,,:,..,:::,~. :,,,¯
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.! ~A~ FRANCISCO ~ESTUARY PR~DJECT                                                       ¯

Do[s CALIFORNIA NEED WHAT ABOUT SAN FRANCISCO
MORE PUMPOUT FACILITIES? .., ~BAY AND THE DELTA?

~
California’s mild climate,thousands o~ San Fran’cisco Bay~nd the Delta
mile_s of navigable inland wa~terways , support an extraordinarily diverse and
and nearly 1,072 m!les of Pacific productive ecosYstem that sustains

~ Ocean coastline make~-it one of the rich ,communi.ties of clams, mussels,
"nation’s most popular.b0ating states, fish, birds and other aquatic life. ’The -
with 822,000 registered boats. But . region..serves as a wintering site for.
ther~ are only 150 pumpout" migrating waterfowl and a spawning
facilities to accommodate boats with site for. migrating.fish. The Bay’s o~n
holding tanks and a fewer number of waters attract thousands Qf sports
dump stations for boaters with port-a- enthusiasts from sailing buffs to wind-

" potties, surfers. Boaters, waterskiers and
anglers delight in the Delta’s 700

~71~Z/’ .,~,’~’. !’-i--’\ But polluti6n threatens the health of ’
¯

L~i ~Y,~I I N O I
the "San Francisco Bay--Detta Estuary.

’ "    ~ ~"~’1 pU~lp I I ~~Jiv]p I
Man~/ people blame industry; but

/~.~.~ -

direct discharges from irldustrial
~ facilities and se~i~ge treatment plants

, are no longer the pgm~y sources of

~,,,,,.,~_,~_..
Over the next five pollutio0 in.the Bay-Delta. Instead,

years, the California pollutants from nonpoint sources,
Department of Boating’- such as urban runoff, agricultural

¯ and Waterways intends to runoff and failing sep’tic tank systems,

., use Clean Vessel Act funds contributethe most contaminants to~
to build an additional 250 th~ Estuary. Boat sewage is one of

~ . pumpout~tations, these nonpoint sources.
In the Bay-Delta region, about 80
pumpout facilities ~.nd 13 dump
stations must accommodate over
240,000 registered boats. ~uring the
next few years, more. facilities will be
bqilt to,meet boaters’ *needs. ,
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ARE MARINE SANiTATI.0N How WILL THE* CLEAH VESSEL¯ .. DEVICES REQUIRED? Ac’r FUNDS BE USED?
Boaters are not required to have an The grant funds will be used for con-.¯

i. installed marine toilet, but if there is struction, renovation~ operation or
’one, it must be equipped.with one of maintenance of’pumpout stations and

" three types .of Coast-Guard-approved .waste ~eception facilities (dump sta-
i!:i:"i :...~...!..i~ ::. ~......¯,.:: .~

~ . Marine Sanitation Devices (MSDs). "t ions). Special cohsideration will be
:’..’ ; " " "~ Type I and Type II MSDstreat the given to requests for facilities in

" ’ ," effluent prior to disCharge. A Type III waters most likely to be affected by
~ : "’ .......’ ’ * ’ ’ .".~ ... MSD is a I~olding tank designed to vessel discharges and requests that

store sewage until it can be pumped -¯ encourage public-/private partner-
" " .... out at a shore-based pumpout sta- ships.

.. tion. Boaters without’ installed marine.
toilets,may use a port-a-potty and dis- WHO CAN APPLY

’ ’ pose of wastes at a dump’ station i~OR FUNDING? .~ ~

, ........, ’ ....i
’, onshore. , , - All government-owned.and private

¯:~ .... ...... " . .It is legal to discharge treated wastes boating facilities whose pumpout/
~" " ~ ’"": "." dump stations are open to the public. ¯ ’ . ; ’ into state, and coastal: waters except ..
¯ ¯ ’ ’ ’ in a "N0-Discha[ge Area." (Marin , may apply. Any facility built with Clean¯

’ ’ ’ Vessel Act funds must be a~ailable tO
" " ’ ~ ’ ’: L: :’ ~ County’s Richardson Bay is the only the boating ~ublic, who may not be

"No-Discharge Area" in the Ba~ta charged pumpout fees that are higherregion.) Even treated wastes can"
harm aquatic life and affect~septic ’ than those charged to private
tank pumpout facilities if toxic chemi~ patrons. .

o     cals are used. The preferred alterna- - For, more.in~6rmati0n and
, tive is to use environmentally safel-toi-. guidelines, contact Kevin Atkinson

l̄et additives. (916-322-1804) or Marinda Isley .
~ (916-322-1832) at the California

. ~__.~ Department of Boating and
; ,

~..~.:,.
Waterways, 16~9 S Street,

" ’ - ".--- _ Sacramento, CA 95814.
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